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The rich Romans in fact treated Daphne as a sort of Siinday
resort, suitable for fetes champetres and other entertainments,
so that daphnici mores became a current Latin expression for
loose behaviour. It is still everything a sacred grove should
be, with thick foliage and little cascading waterfalls among
the flowers. There are also nightingales, which sing in broad
daylight, so that their song mingles with the voices of water,
reminding one of Sacheverell SitwelTs fine description of
Granada. On one visit I picked up a copper coin depicting
Romulus and Remus attaching themselves to the serrated
lower edge of a rather unconvincing she-wolf.

Then, travelling east, there is the Harran of Genesis, called
by the Romans Carrhae, standing at the most important cross-
roads of the ancient world; and a little to the north Edessa,
the capital of the province called Osroene, a town we have
already mentioned under its modern name of Urfa in con-
nexion with its sacred fish. It, also, was heavily fortified by
the Romans, but almost every stone of its city wall has now
been quarried away for the use of modern builders.

Of three major fortresses on the main northern approach to
Iraq, by far the most important was the city now called Diar-
bekr, than which few ancient towns make a stronger appeal
to the imagination. The ' black Amida' of history, it has a
five-mile circuit of basalt walls, with a double enceinte and
eighty towers. It stands on a high cliff above the Tigris, and,
since the river makes a bend in passing, it appears as one
approaches from the south to be astride the gorge, barring the
way from Mesopotamia to the mountain country beyond. It
has watched over the varying fortunes of many imperial
peoples. Its history is a long series of prodigious sieges and
massacres, ending less than fifty years ago when two thousand
four hundred Armenians perished within its walls. * Black
the walls and black the dogs and black the hearts of Black
Amid', was to have been its epitaph. But the walls have
survived into the twentieth century. Today the mountain
Kurds ride into the Diarbekr market in European clothes, and
there is a radio aerial on every house.

Between Amida and Nisibis was Dara, which as a city did
not survive the passing of the Roman Empire. One knows
of its present state only from Budge, who says : f I have never
seen anything like it before or since. Only giants or Titans